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Bengal government recommends
rheumatoid arthritis drug to fight
Covid-19

Sumali Yengkhom | TNN | Updated: May 14, 2020, 11:09 IST D] é A- A+
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protocol has recommended to
re-purpose Tocilizumab, a drug
traditionally used in the
treatment of patients suffering
_ from rheumatoid arthritis, to
treat severe Covid cases. The
protocol spells out the specific
conditions, when this medicine
can be administered as well as
the dosage.

Representative image

According to reports, clinical trials for the administration of this drug on Covid
patients have begun in several cities in India. This took place after the Task Force for
Repurposing of Drug (TFORD) for Covid-19, constituted by the Centre, marked it to

be the most ready and potential in the fight against the disease, doctors said.
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NOT ALL CANDIDATES HOLD EQUAL PRIOMISE

73% “drug potential score” of two drugs — favipiravir and

tocilizumab — which is the highest for the 19 treatments analysed

(results for several are awaited) by the Task Force for Repurposing

of Drugs. They also have a 79% “drug readiness score” for how

easily they can be manufactured and distributed. The same study

scored hydroxychloroquine low on potential but high on readiness.

RoActemra®
20mg/mL

solution a diluer
pour perfusion

Tocilizumab

400 mg/20 mL
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REMDESIVIR VS FAVIFIRAVR & OTHER REPURPOSE DRUGS FOR COVID-19

Remdesivir vs Favipiravir & other
repurpose drugs for Covid-19

TNN | May 17, 2020, 04:22 IST B s A A+

India needs to urgently decide
on a course of medicines for
Covid-19 treatment. The virus is
here to stay, at least in the near
term. A vaccine too, is a while
away.

There are at least 50 different
drugs, from HIV protease
inhibitors to anti-virals to ACE
inhibitors, anti-inflammatory,
pneumonia, respiratory, malaria,
TB, arthritis, leprosy, alcohol
dependence, immune modulators, and anti-diarrhoea that are being tested.

But the Indian Council of Medical Research has approved a Lopinavir-Ritonavir fixed
dose combination (FDC), that was originally prescribed for the treatment of
HIV/AIDS, for Covid-19 patients. Clinical studies in drug repurposing and FDC,
involve the testing of optimal dosage on limited number of patient cohorts. When
time is of the essence, drug dosage and efficacy as well as side effects are clearly
known for repurposed drugs. These drugs also offer the advantage of typically
being off-patent (the older ones) and are already being manufactured by Indian
generic pharmaceutical companies. The Task Force for Repurposing of Drugs

ranked Favipiravir and Tocilizumab as the most promising to fight the disease.
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aurus Labs is in the process of developing Favipiravir antiviral tablets, which have been touted
o be effective against coronavirus, said Satyanarayana Chava, Founder and CEQ of the
company, adding that once they are developed, the firm will apply for manufacturing licence.

"We are in the development stage on Favipiravir right now. We expect to complete our development in
fiew weeks' time and then we will apply for manufacturing licence with DOGI soon,"said Chava,

Antiviral drug Favipiravir and immune-modulator drug Tocilizumab are the most promising drugs in

terms of their readiness for use and potential against COVID-19, the qovernment task force for

repurposing of drugs (TFORD) recently said in its first such assessment.

Favipiravir is an anti-viral drug and it is approved in Japan for treating influenza. It is currently being
tested in 16 clinical trials for COVID-19 and results from two studies have shown a positive outcome
While data from other trials i awaited,
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As Race Hots Up to Find Coronavirus Cure, A Look at
Potential Treatments Being Tested for the Pandemic

While there is a race to create a vaccine against the
infectious disease, countries across the globe are
also conducting clinical trials on ‘repurposed
drugs’

Nikhil Ghanekar 3

® NEWS18.COM
® LASTUPDATED: MAY 1 2020

1-44PM IST
—1-1-1-

j ’, | ‘
What is the assessment of Indian government of these drugs?

The government's task force on repurposing of drugs did a first-of-its kind assessment last week on the drugs that
have potential for Covid-19 treatment. News18 was the first to report this assessment which showed that Antiviral

india/remdesivir-race-hots-up-to-

find-coronavirus-cure-a-look-at-

potential-treatments-for-the-
pandemic-2600457.html

drug Favipiravir and immune-modulator drug Tocilizumab are the most promising drugs in terms of their
readiness for use and potential for Covid-19 treatment.

The task force has said that this assessment, based on scientific literature available globally, will be dynamic in
nature, As and when information and findings of clinical trials get updated, the assessment and scoring of drugs
will reflect the change. Favipiravir is an anti-viral drug and it is approved in Japan for treating influenza. It is
currently being tested in 18 clinical trials for Covid-19 and results from two studies have shown a positive
outcome while data from other trials is awaited.

The task force is also evaluating the patent barriers in the event an effective drug has to be produced in India on
an urgent basis.
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Favipiravir & Tocilizumab hold most
potential in Covid-19 fight

—
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PUNE: The Task Force for
Repurposing of Drugs (TFORD)
for Covid-19, which has been
constituted by the Union
government, has ranked
Favipiravir and Tocilizumab as
the drugs that show the most
readiness and potential in the

fight against the disease.

ASSESSMENT OF 19 DRUGS
= The analysis of the drugs = Tocilizumab
was done by the Task Force for | isa drug
Repurposing of Drugs. Each that's being
drug was tested for potential & | usedto treat \
readiness against Covid-19 arthritis
= Favipiravir is an antiviral drug | =Studies have
being used to treat influenza shown the drug has been
«In China, scientists claimed | able to prevent extreme
Covid-19 patients treated with | inflammation in gravely ill
negative for the = Researchers said the drug
virus aftera might be able to stop a
median of four deadly immune response
days.In another | known as cytokine storms.
study in Wuhan, This phenomenon occurs
patients taking when the body's reaction to a
the drug reportedly recovered | foreign body such as a disease
from fever two days earlier or chemical creates acute
than those who did not take inflammation
the medication = Cytokine storms are
= Researchers said favipiravir life-threatening and occur
genes within infected cells (Sources: Media reports)
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releases its assessment
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favipiravir-tocilizumab-hold- New Delhi: The Task Force for Repurposing of Drugs (TFORD) for COVID19,
most-potential-in-covid-19-fight/ constituted by the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Dr K
articleshow / 75438783.cms VijayRaghavan, has released its first assessment of several drug candidates and

their readiness for use in India. The TFORD developed an evidence-hased scoring
mechanism to assess drug candidates for their potential as COVID-19 therapy in
India.

This Task Force was constituted to track the latest and continuously evolving
information on drug candidates, carry out an inter-disciplinary and inter-
institutional assessment of drug candidates, anticipate and strengthen a
translation ecosystem for drug development and to support informed decision
making.
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Govt Task Force Ranks Favipiravir, Tocilizumab as Most
Promising Drugs Against Covid-19

1 : =AW 5 | . 3 Hydroxchloroquine, the anti-malarial drug that
. 9 was recommended by ICMR for use among health
! care workers, did not score high on drug potential
parameter even as it scored well on the readiness
index.
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Coronavirus cure: Govt task force ranks
favipiravir, tocilizumab as promising drugs against
COVID-19

Updated : May 12, 2020 08:52 AM IST

> The 19 drugs under consideration for repurposing are; Chlroquine, HCQ, Remdesivir, Lopinavir/Ritonavir, Baloxavir Marboxil,
Darunavir, Ribavirin+IFN betam Galidesivir, Oseltamivir, Umifenovir, Camostat mesylate, Ruxolitinib, Interferon beta, Tocolizumab,
Ustekinumab, Nigericin, Teicoplanin and Ivermectin.

r~

h
/ v
»
-
. b

&

task-force-ranks-favipiravir-tocilizumab-

as-promising-drugs-against-
covid-19-5805311.htm




Publisher: One India Telgu
Date: 28t April 2020.

URL: https://in.news.yahoo.com

/govt-task-force-ranks-
favipiravir-153340860.html

TrGe0 » SaD Trgen

@3 Tocd &hy.. SET DOV a0’
DDHLORWRY esFe..

By Srinivas Mittapalli | Updated: Tuesday, April 28, 2020, 11:38 [IST]

apooee m-

&8 podHD °°"5ég5 s.:)::egocam DDoST DT 0Hg SFven SoaILOIT oD, &
g0085” @D\OE s DSBS’ TR Ehy pdto 8 POdP 0640

SIPROR®) 0.

@063065° atiore Par, 200 Hotd Bren 'HDADEAE' @D cirotd-PoeS ¢hdy S8
T30 0BG Sabod DD Swrow. erde IS0 VDDV Ry,
$°6(TFORD) 280 DIHBDE airodd P &h, 207y S- B Sed Gh-SbbwarsS

£DE-19 Dasy Dedoes® esmradone EDDROTY A TRz HE) 0.




A Home Mail Search News Cricket Movies Lifestyle Women Mobile Answers Groups More v

News Home National Coronavirus Yahoo Originals Fake News World Finance Cricket Lifestyle Sports Videos
G t T k F New Delhi: Antiviral drug Favipiravir and immune-modulator drug Tocilizumab are the
ov as orce most promising drugs in terms of their readiness for use and potential against Covid-19,

Ran ks Favi p i ravi r, the government task force for repurposing of drugs (TFORD) has said in its first such
Tocilizumab as e

Most Promising
Drugs Against

The assessment will be dynamic and will be updated as and when fresh scientific
literature and clinical trial data is available for review.

Hydroxchloroguine (HCQ), the anti-malarial drug that was recommended by Indian

- ouncil of Medical Researc MR) for use among health care workers as a prophylaxis
Covid-19 Council of Medical R h (ICMR) f health k hylaxi

(for prevention) did not score high on the ‘drug potential’ parameter even as it scored well
IR News18.com on the readiness index, the assessment reviewed by News18.com showed.

News18 27 April 2020
Favipiravir is an anti-viral drug and it is approved in Japan for treating influenza. It is

currently being tested in 18 clinical trials for Covid-19 and results from two studies have
shown a positive outcome while data from other trials is awaited.

Tocilizumab is an immune-modulator approved for treatment of several autoimmune
diseases. It is being tested in 24 clinical trials for COVID-19 worldwide and early results
indicate that it can be a promising therapy for patients who are critically ill, the task force

Pu thher: Ya h OO I nd |a assessment said. Both these drugs have the potential to be manufactured in India, the

assessment added.
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Can coronavirus crisis change Indian
science for good?
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Covid-19 has brought India to a halt.

But for Anita Gupta, it has kicked off a
frenetic race against time. For the bureaucrat
— the associate head of innovation and
entrepreneurship, Department of Science
and Technology (DST), Government of India
— the day typically begins at 6 am and ends
well past midnight. “I am working two shifts,”
she says.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/science/can-coronavirus-crisis-

change-indian-science-for-good/
articleshow/75224904.cms
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D a t e : 1 M a y 2 0 2 0 ¢ Rerndesivir, l.op»'lmvil/l?ilonavir, I.opinavil/l?ilmavir with interferon beta-la and

Chloroquine or Hydroxychioroquine are the options selected for the trials.

Coronavirus Cure: All eyes on the trials of these drugs
as global race for treatment of COVID-19 intensifies
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India Panel Favors Favipiravir, Tocilizumab As It
Assesses COVID-19 Treatments

Strides Begins Favipiravir Exports, Glenmark to Start Trials
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@ScripVibhaRavi vibha.ravi@informa.com

Executive Summary

In a preliminary assessment of repurposed COVID-19 treatments by a government-appointed
panel to assess the readiness and potential of a drug to be used in India, favipiravir and

tocilizumab have emerged as front-runners. With Strides Pharma exporting the antiviral and
Glenmark set to begin clinical trials, even the industry is supporting favipiravir, which is already in
studies in Japan and China.
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SC142138/India-Panel-Favors-
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From Disruptive Covid Chaos, Comes an Opportunity for India’s
Pharmaceutical Industry

The sector faces the challenge to transition from being pharmacy of the world to 2 global research laboratory.
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Vaishali Basu Sharma COVID 19 has brought to the fore and fused the subjacts of scisnce, sustainability, and social
issues. On May 14, 2020 the Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) announced that it
o o 0 O @ would partner with the World Health Organization (WHO) on the Global Solidarity Trial for
Trzatment of the COVID-19 dizease and fast-track wials to help in finding an effecuve
treatment.

23% or 1.69 million of the 4.64 million people affected by the virus have been cured.
According to the WHO, there are currently no drugs: licensed for the treatment or prevention
of COVID-19. Vaccines and treatment options for COVID-19 are currently being investizated
around the world. Researchers are performing randomized controlled trials in humans before
potential vaccines and other treatments become available.




